THE ACCEPTANCE OF REVOLUTION
collapsing homes; men who amid mortal peril go about coolly and
without haste helping, saving, clearing. Groups of unfortunate
people who have lost their homes, waiting with admirable patience
in the streets at shelter entrances. Business men stoically carrying
on though they have just been bombed out of their offices, and at
once gathering up the broken threads and continuing their work.
There are many personally witnessed details that give life to
the picture. There is scarcely anyone left who has not been close
to mortal danger or saved by a special bit of good fortune. There
are families who have been bombed out of their homes more than
once. There are families who have lost everything. One hears
the story of many personal experiences of death and destruction,
wrecked property and wrecked hopes. But over all there is that
trait of indestructible humour, of stout hearts that meet danger
with a joke instead of rhetoric or cursing.
If there is any place in the world from which these trials are
to be mastered, it is this city, this country. Here are the real
resources with which Nihilism can be overcome. For it will not
be possible to bring the war and the revolution to an end by means
of a new League of Nations Covenant; the foundations of a higher
world order must be laid while the war is actually in progress.
They cannot be invented in the void, anticipated in an academic
programme. The development of a new order must take place
in practical life. Thus it is indispensable that there shall be a
sound and strong heart for the new order, that it shall become a
real and solid fact in some place.
Is the fact recognized that a universal revolution is in progress,
that behind the military and political aggression of the so-called
young nations, and the rise of the totalitarian regimes, genuinely
revolutionary forces are at work, which the old elements of order
have not simply to counter but to admit into their midst? On the
understanding of the nature of the Revolution, and on the
readiness to assimilate its fruitful elements, will depend the future
and the possibility of a great peace.
Thus we have not only to ask how much of the visible revolu-
tionizing must be regarded as final and irrevocable, since it could
be reversed only at the cost of further universal loss and injury;